Deer Valley…a district of excellence with opportunity for every student.
Welcome to 3rd grade!
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This is going to be a very fun and exciting year! Third grade is a year of many new academic and social challenges and it is our pleasure to be able to work with your child. In this packet you will find important information to help you and your child understand our class rules, discipline procedures, policies and anything else you might think of. Our goal is to have frequent and positive communication with all of our families. We feel this is the best way to ensure a successful year.


Please review each page of this packet carefully and complete and return the last two pages. It is important that you AND your child read this so that everyone has a good understanding of the expectations at Anthem and in our classrooms. If you should have any questions or concerns after reading it please contact us. We know that together we can overcome any obstacle that may arise this year.


Here’s to a great year!


                    The 3rd Grade Team
Contact Me- Mrs. Peterson!!!
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My first and most important goal when working with my families is to establish frequent, positive communication. I can be reached in the following ways-

- Please call me at 623- 376-3747 before and after school. At other times please leave me a message and I will get back to you as soon as I can.
 -Please email me at km.peterson@.dvusd.org
I check my email several times a day and on weekends. This is the   best and fastest way to reach me.
- Please call to schedule an appointment if you would like to meet in person.
Thank you for understanding that every minute with my class is valuable. I am more than happy to meet with you before and after school only. 

Stay Informed!

Do you have one of those kids that (when asked) says that they didn’t do ANYTHING at school that week? Or is your child’s backpack overflowing with papers? Don’t despair because I have the solution! I have several ways that you can stay informed about what is going on at school.

1. Wednesday Folders: Every Wednesday your child will bring home a folder full of the fabulous work he/she have done that week and any other important papers you will want to see. As you can see this is a very important folder! If your child misplaces this folder I ask that you replace it as quickly as possible.
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2. Websites: Surf the web! Locate the Anthem web page at www.dvusd.org for a wealth of information about our school. You can visit my site at http://karenpeterson.weebly.com/. My site will contain important dates and information and should be an excellent resource for you and your child.
3. Email: I prefer to do as much communicating as possible through email. It saves loads of paper and ensures that you receive the information being sent home. If you do not have email access please let me know and I will be happy to hard copy everything I send out. Weekly newsletters are posted to my site every Sunday and will contain important information such as learning goals, events and upcoming assignments and tests.
  



Homework Procedure:
The purpose of assigning homework is to offer students an opportunity to independently practice newly acquired and previously introduced skills and concepts. The assignments that I give are meant to take no more than 30 minutes a day. If you find that your child is spending much more than that then please contact me and we can make adjustments. I also request that you have your child read at least 15 minutes a night. 
The other purpose to assigning homework is to develop a greater sense of responsibility. A weekly sheet containing spelling, math facts and a reading log will go home on Friday and be due the following Friday. In addition to that there will be daily math homework Monday-Thursday. This homework can be done with the math book or online at www.peasrsonsuccessnet.com.  I recommend using the web if possible so your child does not need to take the math book home every day.     
This year we are again using the internet based website Spelling City.  This website will allow your child to take practice tests and play fun games with our weekly words. This site can also be used as one of your child’s weekly spelling assignments.
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Show your child that you think school is important in 

the following ways:
1. Keep a positive attitude about homework and express to your child that you believe it to be important for learning.

2. Establish homework as a priority in your house. Set a certain time and quiet place each day for it to be completed.
3. Research shows that the less parent involvement with homework the better. Please allow your child to work independently on his/her work.
4. Contact me if you see your child struggling with the work.
I expect homework to be:
1. Neat  
2. Completed in pencil unless otherwise stated.

3. Turned in on time.
4. Completed by the student with as little parental help as possible.
                 If your child chooses not to turn in homework on time:

1. Your child may lose recess to complete the work.

2. A conference may be set up to initiate a homework contract.

Behavior Procedure:

My philosophy on behavior problems is that most often they can be curbed by having a fun, active classroom where students are busy learning all day. There are, however, situations that will arise that need to be handled. My first and most important job is to keep my students safe both mentally and physically. Classroom rules are needed in order to keep everyone safe and to create a productive learning environment. In order to create a sense of ownership in the room my students will be creating their own classroom rules together (with my guidance). These rules will be sent home the first week of school. Should the rules be broken we have a “card-turning” system very similar to others found in primary classrooms. Below are the steps and general consequences for each infraction.
►Step 1: Having a great day! ☺
►Step 2: Verbal Warning- no consequence

►Step 3: 2nd infraction. Consequences may include time out in our room or another classroom, loss of recess, or an apology letter.
►Step 4: 3rd infraction. This is a RARE step. Very seldom do I have students get to this level. Parents will always be immediately notified if their child should get to this step. Any above consequences may be used as well as an office referral.

Rewards…students will be rewarded in many ways for displaying great behavior. Some of those are trips to the treasure box, verbal praise and recognition, and special privileges such as lunch with the teacher, extra computer/free time, etc. 
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Absent work:
 Nothing is more important than being in school, but we all know things will come up. Students are responsible to make up all work that is missed due to an absence. Students will have the same number of days they were absent to make up the work that was missed. Assignments can be picked up in the office if a parent calls in advance, or sent home with a sibling or friend. Please call or email in the morning so that I can have the work ready for you to pick up in the afternoon. Please remember that the majority of what we do during the day is teacher directed and/or group centered. Much of this cannot be made up at home. It is imperative that your child be at school as much as possible. I have attached a school calendar at the back of this packet. Please consider this when planning your vacations.
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We will be taking a short snack break each day to help us stay alert and energized.. We want to encourage students to make healthy choices so please see the approved list of items below.

Granola bars

crackers

fresh veggies         

Fresh fruit

cheese
           

Chex mix

Applesauce

pretzels

 yogurt

**Due to peanut allergies we ask that students not bring nuts into the building.
Lastly, I know it is a great deal of information to absorb at one time. I recommend you keep this packet handy to refer to later on in the year. As always, I am available to answer any questions or concerns you might have. Together we can make this a wonderful year for your child. Please take one more moment to answer the questions on the next page to help me better serve your child.
Student’s name____________________________________

Parent(s) name(s)__________________________________

Home phone number________________________________

I  do/do not  have email. (please circle one)

Mother’s email address ____________________________________
Father’s email address_____________________________________

  Other numbers where you can be reached at (work, cell)

_______________________________________________
Please tell me anything about your child/family that will help me get to know him/her faster.____________________________________
________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

We have read the information included in the 3rd grade handbook.

Student signature______________________________[image: image7.wmf]
Parent signature_______________________________
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There will be times during the year that I will take/show pictures of the class. The form below gives permission for me to take your child’s picture and use it for classroom purposes only.

_____ I do give Mrs. Peterson permission to take my child’s picture and use it in the classroom and/or on the website (which is password protected).

_____ I do not give Mrs. Peterson permission to take my child’s photo or use it in the classroom.

There may be times that the homeroom parent will need to contact everyone about parties or projects.

_____ I give Mrs. Peterson permission to give the homeroom parent my phone number and/or email address.

_____ Please do not give any parents my information.

Student name___________________________________

Parent signature_________________________________

Date_________________________

